What to Expect on Marching Contest Days
Marching contest days are similar to game days in many ways. There are a few differences, which will be highlighted here.  Please refer to “What to Expect on Game Day” for procedures not mentioned here. The biggest difference, of course, is that the band will be competing against other bands. Contests are usually held on Saturdays and should be considered an all day event. Family and friends are highly encouraged to attend and show support.
Types of Contests

There are several types of marching contests. 

Independent Contests:  These are usually the first contests a band will compete in during marching season. The band will be competing for titles and trophies only. The information fed back from the judges of these contests is very helpful to the Band Director and the students, so that they may continue to improve. 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) Contests: The UIL contest is an official contest and the means by which band programs are deemed successful in the state of Texas. The league has athletic categories, academic categories, and other fine arts categories. The rating received is extremely important to everyone involved. Students must meet eligibility requirements, and specific rules and procedures must be followed by the schools and booster organizations (including our Band Fan Club).  Please note that only students who are passing all classes at the end of the first 6 weeks are eligible to march in this contest. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOUR STUDENT ACHIEVE A “C” OR BETTER IN ALL CLASSES.
Invitational Contests: Additional independent contests are available for bands doing exceptionally well at the UIL contest. These contests give the band an opportunity to compete with and see the “cream of the crop” bands from all over the state. 
Call Times
Call times for contests are “ready” times, not “arrival” times.  The hour will be announced several days in advance. The call time will precede the event by several hours, and may be early in the morning. Uniform and instrument inspections will be especially thorough on contest days. Please allow enough time in the band hall for the student to polish instruments and shoes and secure long hair or bangs. 
Uniform Requirements

The complete marching uniform must be worn for all contest performances. The current show shirt must be worn underneath. As the band often performs at a game the night before a contest, it is especially important that students take extreme care of the uniform when arriving home. The garment bag and hat box should be carefully packed. A uniform left rumpled on the floor overnight will not pass inspection. Missing items will result in panic.
Eating on Contest Day
The meal fee charged by the Band Fan Club covers one meal and several drinks for the contest day. Please make sure the student arrives at the band hall well-fed because it may be 6 hours or more before he or she eats again.  

The Contest
UIL: This contest is a one-shot event. The band performs and receives its rating soon afterward. This will be the shortest contest event of the season. If the band proceeds to the next level of competition, that event will be held at a later date and follow similar procedures. Three-A and Five-A bands are eligible for further UIL competition in even numbered years. Two-A and Four-A bands are eligible in odd numbered years. Only bands receiving a superior rating (1) will qualify.
Other Contests: Independent and Invitational contests are two-phased. All bands perform in the preliminary phase, and the results are held until all bands have finished. The top performing bands will be announced, and those bands will be required to perform again after a short warm-up period. Again, results are held until the end of competition. Ranking and awards are given in a final ceremony. Often a college band will give an exposition performance either between phases or prior to the awards ceremony. When the students are not performing or preparing to perform, they will have an opportunity to see the other bands.

Spending Money

When possible, it is advisable for students to have a small amount of spending money available at contests. There are optional opportunities for the students to purchase patches for letter jackets ($5.00 or so), music-related souvenirs (mostly clothing items, $10.00 and up), and food/drink from the concession stands. 

Being Part of the Audience

Attending a contest as a spectator can be fun and enlightening. The students and band directors are grateful for the show of support. Admission fees are generally between $5.00 and $10.00 per person. 
Dress: Wearing Roo Blue will make you identifiable to the band and to other spectators. Please sit with the “Sea of Roo” to further solidify your support. 

Cheering During a Performance: When a band is performing, including the Roo band, please cheer quietly and respectfully. Clapping and ooh’s and ah’s most appropriate. We do not want to offend a judge or prevent a judge from hearing any band perform. Appropriate times for respectful cheering while music is playing includes impressive moves and passages, and between movements.  Always keep your remarks positive as they reflect on not only you, but your student, the band, the school, and the city of Weatherford. Contest etiquette requires that you stay in your seat while a band performs. If you have left the stands, you will not be re-admitted until after a performance ends.
Cheering at Other Times: Feel free to hoot and holler, whistle, and use noise makers when the Roo band is announced before its performance, again after it finishes, when it is announced as a finalist, and when awards are given.
Volunteer Opportunities

Parent help is always needed at a marching contest. The pit players are often separated from the marching members as they prepare to play and sometimes enter the field from different directions. This adds to the number of volunteers needed. Please consider helping with the food, being part of the pit or ladder crew, or helping the color guard at these events. Contact a Band Fan Club officer or use the website volunteer section to sign up.
